
A16 | Wednesday, July 23, 2025 THEWALL STREET JOURNAL.

BY YAROSLAV TROFIMOV

SPIN SOME MORE: In a tradition dating to 1603, residents of Anguiano in northern Spain
honored Mary Magdalene on Tuesday by walking down a slope on stilts, turning like a top.
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COPENHAGEN—In his long
career as a senior Danish poli-
tician, including as minister of
defense during President
Trump’s first administration,
Claus Hjort Frederiksen said he
always valued the Scandinavian
nation’s bond with the U.S.
But he said he is heartbroken

by how the U.S. has turned from
best friend to rapacious foe.
Trump’s claim on the Arctic is-
land of Greenland, which ac-
counts for 98% of the Danish
kingdom’s landmass, has be-
come the most important fea-
ture of the bilateral relationship.
“It’s very hard to experi-

ence that it doesn’t mean any-
thing anymore that we had
fought alongside the U.S. in
Afghanistan, in Iraq and many
other places, that suddenly we
are nothing,” he said.
A YouGov poll conducted in

February found that only 20%
of Danish people hold a favor-
able opinion of the U.S., down
from 48% in August 2024. In a
more recent poll, for the Ber-
lingske newspaper, 41% of
Danes described the U.S. as a
threat to their nation.

WORLD NEWS

“It’s a very big change in a
very short time. We have al-
ways talked about the U.S. as
our closest ally,” said Rasmus
Jarlov, a Danish lawmaker
from the conservative opposi-
tion and a former minister of
business affairs. “It’s no lon-
ger well-regarded to go on va-
cation to the United States.”
The Danish prime minister,

Mette Frederiksen, was shocked
when Trump laid out his de-
mand for Greenland in their
initial conversation after the
president’s election to a second
term, diplomats said. Trump
later upped the ante by saying
he wouldn’t exclude using mili-
tary force to seize the island.
To Copenhagen’s relief, the

issue of Greenland didn’t come
up during Trump’s meeting
with fellow North Atlantic
Treaty Organization leaders at
the alliance’s summit last
month. But Danish officials be-
lieve that it hasn’t gone away.
As part of its response, Den-

mark has bolstered its engage-
ment with Greenland’s autono-
mous government, which seeks
eventual independence but op-
poses annexation by the U.S.
The Greenland government co-
alition garnered some 74% of
the vote in the island’s March
elections, and is negotiating
with Copenhagen on ways to
expand its substantial self-rule.
Should the U.S. attempt a

direct military takeover, there

isn’t much resistance that Den-
mark, which maintains a small
military presence in Green-
land, could put up, Danish
leaders realize. “It would be
sort of pointless to fight it be-
cause we have four dog sleds
and some civilian police there,
that’s it,” said Danish military
analyst Peter Viggo Jakobsen.
An outright invasion seems

unlikely, at least for now.
Yet, European allies—espe-

cially France—have been
working to back up Denmark
even as they quietly try to per-
suade Trump to drop the issue
of Greenland. French President
Emmanuel Macron flew on a
visit to Greenland in June, ac-
companied by Prime Minister
Frederiksen. He announced in-

vestments and the opening of
a French consulate in the capi-
tal Nuuk, now the site of only
two foreign missions—from
Iceland and the U.S.
“The situation in Greenland

is clearly a wake-up call for all
the Europeans…it is clearly
perceived by the Europeans as
targeting a European land,”
Macron, the first foreign head
of state to visit the island in
recent years, said in Nuuk.
Any U.S. moves to take over

Greenland unilaterally likely
would cause the end of the
trans-Atlantic alliance as we
know it, many European offi-
cials warn, and the breakdown
of trade between the U.S. and
Europe as a whole.
“If this was done in contra-

diction to the will of the
Greenlandic people, it would
also be very damaging not only
to the Danish-American, but to
the whole European-American
cooperation,” said Danish law-
maker and former Foreign
Minister Martin Lidegaard.
Greenland’s main opposition

party, Naleraq, which seeks
rapid and full independence
from Denmark, has been flirt-
ing with the Trump adminis-
tration. Its leader, Pele Broberg,
has raised the prospect of a
free-association pact with the
U.S., along the lines of those
between the U.S. and Palau, Mi-
cronesia and the Marshall Is-
lands in the Pacific. With only
56,000 people, Greenland could
be susceptible to election inter-
ference and manipulation, and
some European nations have
offered assistance from their
anti-disinformation experts,
usually focused on Russian in-
formation warfare.
For now, however, Wash-

ington’s perceived bullying
has alarmed Greenlanders so
much that such assistance
might not be required, said
another former Danish foreign
minister, Jeppe Kofod.
“We don’t need to do any-

thing now because Trump has
actually managed to obtain the
opposite of what he wanted,”
Kofod said. “He alienated the
Greenlandic people and made
many of them afraid.”

Trump Threats Spur Denmark’s Ire
European leaders
offer support as
Copenhagen defends
its largest territory

In a poll conducted in February, 20% of Danish people held a
favorable opinion of the U.S., down from 48% in August 2024.
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WORLD WATCH SYRIA
Over 1,400 Killed
In Clashes in March
More than 1,400 people

were killed in several days of
sectarian violence on Syria ’s
coast earlier this year, a gov-
ernment investigating com-
mittee said Tuesday. There
was no evidence that Syria’s
new military leaders ordered
attacks on the area’s Alawite
community, to which ousted
President Bashar al-Assad
belonged, it said.
Nearly 300 people sus-

pected of crimes including
murder, robbery, torture and
arson were identified during
the probe and referred for
prosecution, and 37 people
have been arrested, officials
said, without disclosing how
many suspects were mem-
bers of the security forces.
The report came as Syria

reels from a new round of sec-
tarian violence in the south.

—Associated Press

GREECE
Israeli Cruise Ship
Runs Into Protests
An Israeli cruise ship carry-

ing 1,700 tourists left the
Greek island of Syros on
Tuesday without its passen-
gers’ disembarking, after more
than 150 protesters demon-
strated at the port against
the war in Gaza. Carrying ban-
ners bearing messages includ-
ing “Stop the Genocide,” they
chanted slogans near where
the Crown Iris was docked, lo-
cal media said. There were no
reports of violence.
The ship’s operator, Mano

Cruise, said management “de-
cided in light of the situation
in the city of Syros to now sail
to another tourist destination.”
Israeli Foreign Minister

Gideon Saar contacted his
Greek counterpart, George
Gerapetritis, over the inci-
dent, the Greek foreign minis-
try confirmed.

—Associated Press

SOUTH KOREA
Crash-Probe Results
Generate Anger
The initial results of an in-

vestigation into December’s
Jeju Air crash in South Korea
showed that pilots turned off
the less-damaged engine—
both had sustained bird
strikes—just before its crash-
landing. The implication of
human error drew quick, ve-
hement protests from be-
reaved families and fellow pi-
lots who accuse authorities of
trying to shift responsibility.
Investigators had planned

to release the results Satur-
day, but they were forced to
cancel amid the protests by
relatives of victims—informed
of the findings earlier in the
day—according to officials and
bereaved families.
The crash was South Ko-

rea’s deadliest in decades,
killing all but two of the 181
people on board.

—Associated Press

The U.K. government will
continue to stick to its budget
rules despite a series of chal-
lenges that include big changes
in geopolitics and trade, Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer Rachel
Reeves said on Tuesday.
Figures released earlier in

the day showed the govern-
ment’s June borrowing was the
second-highest for that month
on record, exceeded only in
2020 when the Covid-19 pan-
demic pushed government
spending sharply higher and
lowered tax revenues.
That setback increased

speculation that the govern-
ment may have to announce
new tax rises or spending cuts
later in the year if it is to stick
to its self-imposed rules.
“Despite the challenges—

the international political
backdrop is not one any gov-
ernment would want—we
showed that we had the politi-
cal courage and strength to be
able to stick to those fiscal
rules, and we will continue to
do so,” Reeves told lawmakers.
In March, the government

announced spending cuts that
largely targeted welfare pro-
grams to ensure it was on
course to meet its self-im-
posed fiscal rules, under
which it can only borrow to
fund investments over the me-
dium term, and must be re-
ducing its debts relative to the
size of the economy five years
from now.
However, the government

was forced to backtrack on
some of those cuts in early
July in response to a rebellion
by its own lawmakers.
The government borrowed

20.7 billion pounds, or $27.93
billion, in June, an increase of
£6.6 billion from the same
month a year earlier, and £3.5
billion more than the amount
forecast by the U.K.’s budget
watchdog.
Higher interest payments

helped drive that overshoot,
totaling £16.4 billion in June,
an increase of £8.4 billion on
year.
That partly reflects the in-

creased cost of making pay-
ments that are linked to infla-
tion, which picked up sharply
in the early months of this
year. But yields on govern-
ment bonds have also risen,
although that isn’t a problem
unique to the U.K.
Speaking to a separate

group of lawmakers earlier
Thursday, Bank of England
Governor Andrew Bailey said
yields on longer-maturity
bonds issued by governments
around the world have been
driven higher by increased un-
certainty about trade and fis-
cal policy.
“We have seen steepening

in yield curves,” Bailey said.
“That’s a global phenomenon.”
Reeves said one in every 10

pounds spent by the govern-
ment is now going on interest
payments, “often to U.S. hedge
funds.” She said she would
prefer to be spending those
sums on health, education and
defense. “That is why I am go-
ing to stick to those rules, so
we can start to bring down
the cost of servicing that
debt.”

BY PAUL HANNON

U.K. Plans
To Keep Up
Adherence
To Rules
On Budget

PARIS—Rising summer tem-
peratures have softened Eu-
rope’s resistance to air condi-
tioning and touched off a new
political fight about the wisdom
of installing the technology ev-
erywhere, American-style.
A heat wave that hit West-

ern Europe in June and July
spurred a run on air condi-
tioners. The scorching temper-
atures came unusually early,
before many Europeans had a
chance to decamp to the beach
for vacation. More than 1,000
French schools closed partially
or completely because they
lacked air conditioning.

Politicians on the right said
authorities have left the conti-
nent woefully under-air condi-
tioned. Marine Le Pen, the
leader of France’s far-right Na-
tional Rally party, proposed in-
stalling air conditioning in
schools, hospitals and other in-
stitutions. In the U.K., the Con-
servatives urged London’s La-
bour Party mayor to eliminate
restrictions on air conditioning
in new housing. In Spain, the
far-right Vox party has been
highlighting air-conditioning
breakdowns to criticize the
country’s establishment parties.
“Public services are unable

to function due to a lack of air
conditioning, unlike dozens of
countries around the world,”
Le Pen said. “The government
is still out of touch.”
French authorities pushed

back. Energy minister Agnès
Pannier-Runacher said large-
scale air conditioning would
heat up streets with the ma-
chines’ exhaust, making heat
waves worse. “It’s a bad solu-
tion,” she told reporters during
the last heat wave, flanked by
the perspiring prime minister,
François Bayrou. “We should
air-condition for vulnerable
people to give them a break,
but on the other hand we
shouldn’t do it everywhere.”

Extreme heat is the biggest
climate-change danger facing
Europe, marring the continent’s
once-mild summers with heat
waves that are becoming more
frequent and intense. Adapting
to it is expected to require huge
investments and a major shift
in European attitudes toward
air conditioning, which many
have long regarded as a luxury
that Americans use to excess.
The prospect of U.S.-style air

conditioning sends shivers
through some Europeans. In
France, media outlets often
warn that cooling a room to
more than 15 degrees Fahren-
heit below the outside temper-
ature can cause something
called “thermal shock,” result-
ing in nausea, loss of con-
sciousness and even respiratory

arrest. That would be news to
Americans who expect indoor
temperatures to be cooled to
around 75 degrees even when it
is near 100 outside.
Others fear respiratory in-

fections that might result
from spending long periods in
air-conditioned rooms. Euro-
peans who are particularly
concerned about climate
change want to avoid power-
ing air conditioning with elec-
tricity that would generate ad-
ditional greenhouse gases.
Still, the requirement to stay

cool is overcoming such skepti-
cism. Europe is the fastest-
warming continent, heating
twice as much as the global av-
erage since the 1980s, according
to the World Meteorological Or-
ganization. Last month was the

hottest June in Western Europe
on record, said Europe’s Coper-
nicus Climate Change Service.
Experts say more air condi-

tioning is a necessity to prevent
thousands of people from dying
during heat waves. Death aside,
Europeans from London to Ma-
drid increasingly have decided
they don’t want to endure an-
other heat wave in an apart-
ment that isn’t air-conditioned.
“I have the impression that it

is getting hotter,” said Sophie
Berto, who has lived in Paris for
a decade. She broke down this
year and snagged the last air
conditioner at a store. “Maybe
because I wasn’t here in previ-
ous years, but now it is too hot.”
Some environmentalists and

scientists say Europe can keep
cool without relying on air

conditioning on a massive
scale. Incorporating more
greenery into buildings and
streets can lower extreme tem-
peratures. Designing buildings
to allow ventilation can reduce
the need for air conditioning.
In London, construction

firms must consider cooling
design features before includ-
ing air conditioning in new
buildings. Andrew Bowie, a
Conservative member of Par-
liament, called for Mayor Sadiq
Khan to end “the ridiculous re-
strictions on air-conditioning
units in new builds in London.”
“The mayor is not banning

air conditioning,” said a Khan
spokeswoman. He “recommends
developers install other forms of
ventilation…which help to lower
energy costs for households.”

BYMATTHEW DALTON

Air Conditioning Now a Hot Topic in Europe

A woman and her dog cooled off at a London Underground station during a heat wave earlier this month.
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